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Rare Books The Auction Season of 1917-1- 8

An Unknown Stevenson Item Some Memorable Sales
What the Dealers Are Doing Statistics of Auction Rooms
Replies to Readers' Questions About $2,000,000 of Books Sold

unknown Stevenson itemAHITHKRTO
up in the Bed Cross sale held

in London some weeks ago. Its title was
The Hanging Judge, printed in Edinburgh
for private circulation in 1887.

Bibliographers have only recorded the
edition of this play privately printed by
T. J. Wise, with an introduction by d

Gosse, in 1914. It appears that Ste-

venson wrote this play in 1887 and evidently
hail a few copies privately printed to bo
gent out to friends, inviting criticism.

The copv here noted was purchased by
James F. Drake at the time of the sale, and
was formerly the property of William
Archer, the London dramatic critic, upon
whose shelves it has remained all the;
years undiscovered and unknown. When it
arrived in this country 8tevenson collector.!

flocked to Mr. Drake's atelier to examine
the find.

The sale of the famous Huth collection in
London the early part of this month was n
great success. Prices were very high, and
American bidders failed to secure many of
the rare things they sent bids for, one gen-

tleman rcmaiking to The Sc.v reporter that
out of forty-tw- items he had bid on, he
only was able to get fourteen.

Catalogues Received.
Alexander M. Crown, 5 Bookman street.

Clearance catalogue of books in all branches
of literature, 1148 items. A decidedly good

lot of interesting books priced at moving
figures.

1. F. Madigan, No. 79 of his Bulletin of
Autograph letters, containing 8G item, of
which a fine letter of Patrick Henry to
Ilirliard Henry Lee; a good letter of J. H.
Ingram about Foe's Haven; and a letter of
John Boyle O'Reilly to Paul Hamilton
Hayne aiv the ones of greatest interest."

Personal Notes.
W. H. Keeson, well known to the local

Imok trade as an expert cataloguer, died
last Monday. He had been in the employ
of George D. Smith for several years, and
was rcpognized as one of the best posted
men in the city.

Ailolph Stager is in Washington and
Baltimore inspecting an important library
of Americana with a view to its purchase.

Powner's book shop in Chicago lias lost
its former manager, H. W. Howes, nho is
now a soljicr with the army in France.

James F. Drake, Jr., is enjoying a vara
tion in the Berkshire-- , travelling in his car,
accompanied by Mrs. Drake.

Replies to Questions.
D. M. O., HoIIis, L. L Single numbers

of old newspipcrs arc seldom worth much.
The Baltimore and Boston papers you haxe
are worth about $1 each. If the copy of
Tiik Sex, vol. I.. No. 1, is an original and
rot one of the reprints made a few years
ago, it should be worth about $3; it would
lie worth more if you could find some one
who needed it to complete a file of the
paper. The Harper's Weeklies are worth
about $2 per volume.

fl. T. K.. New York Book collectors
usually hold uncut books in higher estimation
than those which have been cut, largely be-

cause the book is thus in the condition it left
the press. In the look trade, a book whose
top and front "edges have never been sepa-
rated is usually spoken of as beinguncutar.il
unopened, so that a book that has had those
edges separated may still be classed as un
cut. Unfortunately the book binder is neid
much to blame for the mutilation of books
when he is permitted to trim the edges, when
he often cuts so close as to dostroy portions
of the text and thus renders the book im
perfect.

As a rule few collectors read the books
they bay. Mr. Huntington, for example,
could not read more than a very small por-

tion of his books, even though he lived 500
years. No doubt, as you say, collectors
should read what they buy, but as you will
see, that is only possible to thoe who have
very small collections.

We Io not locate Old Fogy, by Huneker.
It has not appeared in the regular issue of
his books and is very likely a magazine
article, information about which may be had
at the Public Library.

J. T. jr., Newark, N. J. It is pretty
certain that Charles Dressel of your city
can supply what you want.

G. K. New York There are so many
things that enter into the making of value
in old portraits that only an expert knows.
If you think you have a Washington that
is unknown and desire to ascertain the facts
in relation to it there arc two gentlemen in
New York that ran give you all information
and upon whose judgment you may rely --

Robert Fri.lenburg of Fifty-sixt- h street
near Sixth avenue, and Joseph F. Sabin.

Miss K. 1.. R Millville. N. J. Old alma
nacs are sought for by a number of private
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collectors and pnblic libraries. If you will
send Tns Sdk a list of what you have and
will state what yon expect of them it is
possible you may be put in the nay of dis-

posing of them.
B. O., New York The original edition of

Dunlap's History of the Aril of Design in
the United States, has long been out of print
and has sold in recent times for as much as
$30 for the set of two volumes. It is prac-
tically unobtainable now. However, a new
edition largely extended and published in
three volumes, will soon bo put upon tho
market by C. S. Goodspeed & Co., of Boston,
with numerous illustrations of artists and
their work. As no advance copy has yet
been received by The Sun no fuller descrip-
tion ean be given yon.

M. B. L., Richmond, S. I. Tour pam-
phlets are very interesting and some of
them quite valuable. The list has been
handed to a dealer who will communicate
with you.

"The Poets of
Modern France"

TRVR. I.UDWTG LEWISOIIN is one of
the few critics in America whose

acquaintance with the modern literatures
of at least three countries is such as to
lend a certain authority to his words. To
his two splendid little books one on the
modern drama and one on modern German
literature he lias just added The Poets
of Modern France.

About one-thir- d of the volume is de-

voted to a well written introduction on
the poetry of some thirty modern French
poets. In order to initiate the reader into
the Symbolic School Dr. Lcwi&ohn begins
with Baudelaire and Vcrlajne, the fore-
runners of Symbolism. There ere es-

pecially illuminating passages on Kniile
Verliaercn and Henri de Ifegnier.

The introduction, with all its compact
information, would searrely be complete
without examples from the poems them-
selves, so that Dr. Lewisohn has added
translations of no less than sixty repre-
sentative lyrics.

No one acquainted with the supenubtlc
cadences of say Verlaine can realize the
difficulty of adequately interpreting
translation alone is insufficient his
poem.s. Take the following lines, the con-

clusion of Ji Familiar Dream. Is there
not an echo of the original in them?
Her eyes are with a marble calmness filled,
And her grave voice holds the faint echo of
The cadence of dear voices that are stilled.

The technical dexterity of Edmund
ltostand is the despair of translators. Dr.
lewisohn has succeeded in bringing over
into English the delicate strains of The
Drummer, which opens as follows:
Karly !eforc the unseen cricket choir
Beats its small cymbal, twangs its little lyre,
When rosy-gree- the dawning sky's

Over the white road of the mountain fair,
Wandereth slowly, playing an olden air,
The drummer, handsome as an antique herd.

TUB POKTS OF MODERN FKANCK. I!v
Ludwio Lkwisoii.v. B. W. iluebsch. $1.50.

Three New Guide Books
TMIK closing oC Europe to all Aineri--- -

ean tourists except those who are
exploring So Man's ,I.and with bayonets
instead of Baedekers has resulted in a
tlow from the presses of hooks to
our own not very well known hut popular
land.

Americans who miss the Alps may be
consoled with .1 Guide to the White
Mountains, published by the Houghton
Mifflin Company at $2.75. This is a new
edition of M. F. Sweetscr's famous guide
book, revised by John Nelson and mem-

bers of the Appalachian Mountain Club.
It has nearly 400 pages of text and plates,
but it fits the pocket. It will lie welcome
to White Mountain lovers whose desire
for detailed information is not satisfied
by the motor guides.

Mcllride & Co. have issued, at $1.J5. .1

tluide to the National Parks of America,
compiled and edited by Edward Frank
Allen, editor of Travel. It is a book of
Xtj pages, pocket sir.e, and includes maps
of Yellowstone, Glacier, Yosemite and
Mount liaimer parks. There are descrip-
tions of a dozen other parks nnd the
Grand Canon.

Finding the Worth While in the South-
west, also issued by MeBride at $1.25, is
the work of Charles Francis Saunders.
He who wishes to beard the Navajo in his
blanket store or peer into the pueblos of
the Hio Grande would do well to carry
this small green volume.

THAT the book auction butane in tb
States has perils has been

proved more than once, but the season width
onded some weeks ago was one of the most
successful ever known.

Consignments of material were plentiful,
prices were high enough to suit those who
sold, and the returns in the way of com-

pensation to those who conducted the sales
were entirely satisfactory.

In recent years the quality of the offer-
ings has been good, sales have been more
frequeut and prices havo been thought to
have reached the top, but books could then
be bought at figures we should now look
upon as being very moderate. No season has
brought us the high quality of material of
that just ended.

The whole field of literature was covered
in 1917-1- in a way not seen before, some of
the great things appearing in quantities un-

known to former times; and at pretty near-
ly every sale the attendance has been large,
representing buyers from all over the world.
The war mado little or no difference to
those who wished to add to their collections,
and the fact that one firm sold nearly
$1,000,000 worth of books is sufficient evi-

dence that the bnyers were not few, and
knew rare items when they saw them.

Heightened Prices.
Prices have many times been spoken of as

being abnormally high. The answer,
"Where will you find another copy if you
don't take this oncf" was usually conclu-
sive. It is to this consideration and to ac-

tive competition that such prices are trace-
able. Those who want 1 the books were
willing to pay the prices established, and
we are therefore compelled to accept them
as being what such material was north.

Not often does a season bring out such
collections as have just been dispersed. The
Huntington duplicates must be considered as
forming the greatest lots offered with one
possible exception. These rarities afforded
colfecfors and dealers opportunities the like
of which none had ever known in this coun-
try hitherto. Some of the dealers paid
many, many times the price tliey had sold
the selfsame item to Mr. Huntington for.
His purchase of a numln'r of great col-

lections in Kngland and this country had
given him many duplicates, and it was those
he did not desire to keep that formed the
four sales that were held in his name since
December 10.

Another lot that attracted those inter-
ested in books was the Hagen collection, by
many considered the finest sale of English
literature ever held in America and sur-
passed by few on the other side. As Mr.
Huntington did not have many of tho
Hagen books he was an active competitor
at the sale, through George D. Smith, and
added many of the finest items to his other
treasures.

English Literature Ruled.
The one outstanding fact of the season

is that it was one in which Knglish litera-
ture held sway above everything else. There
were a number of important Americana sales
in this and other cities, but apart from
the Huntington Americana and perhaps tho
Caplin lot thcro was not much to call out
buyers except occasional items in mixed
sales.

But offerings of Shakespeare,' Dryden,
Milton and other of the earlier writers;
Keats. Shelley, Byron and other of the later
ones, were by far the largest in number and
rarity. Many items that appeared in auc-
tion catalogues unnoticed, selling for prices
less than $1, have been sold since the first
of the year for amazing sums liecause they
were properly placed. It has long been an
axiom of the auction houses that a few
good items in a sale will not pull up the
junk; and it is much more likely the junk
will pull down the value of the good ones.

Sold $2,000,000 of Books.
Many interesting sales have been held in

Boston, Now York and Philadelphia, some
of which have run well into the thousands
of dollars. It is regretted that the request
of Tub Sux to the various concerns to be
supplied with information has not in all
cases been complied with so that a total

For Woodcraft Girls
TiroODCRAFT OlftLS IX THE
fV CITY tells how easy it is to have

a good time and at the same time live a
healthy outdoor life, even if it does appear
that you are boxed up in a hot, stuffy city
apartment. Lillian Elizabeth Roy, who
has written several Woodcraft hooks le-fo- re

this one. shows here how Miss Miller,
the guide of this particular hand of Wood-crafter- s,

made it possible for them to
spend a profitable and pleasant winter.

In the first place when the girls got
back from their summer camp they found
ways of sleeping outdoors, either on the
roofs of apartment houses or in the rare
city yard. Then Miss Miller planned
week end camping parties until it was
too cold to camp any longer, but even
then there were the games and the dancing
and the training of the Brownies, who
will bo the nest generation of Woodcraft
Girls, and all sorts of duties, such as

value of all auction purchases might be
given. In estimating this amount only ap
proximata figures ean be given. From th
replies received it would appear that about

2,000,000 worth of books were sold tha
country over.

Went to Private Collections.
A very considerable part of what was

sold went into private collections which will
never bo dispersed, finding a final resting
place in the libraries of institutions, or in
public libraries and never ngain appearing
at the auction bloek. Few of our present
day collectors have the feeling that actuated
Kdmond de Goncourt, who provided in his
will, "My wish is that my drawings, my
prints, my curiosities, my books in a word,
these things of art which have been the joy
of my life shall not be consigned to tho
cold tomb of a museum and subjected to
the stupid glance of the careless passerby;
but I require that they shall be dispersed
under the hammer of the auctioneer, so that
the pleasure which the acquirement of each
one of them has given mo shall be given
again in each case to some inheritor of my
own tastes."

Places of Sale.
The rooms in which sales were held were:

C. F. Libbie i-- Co., Boston; Anderson nai-
leries, American Art Association, Scott &

O 'Shaughnessy, tho Walpole Galleries, New
York, and Stan. V. Henkels, Philadelphia.
Sales have been held in other places at va-

rious times, but as these places are not
regularly engaged in selling such material
as comes within the scope of this depart-
ment no account has liccn taken of their
results, and this is also true of certain
daces which purport to be auction con-

cerns whose methods are not recognized by
buyers generally.

As a whole, the season past leads to ono
conclusion: good books will always sell, tho
limit of their value being measured solely
by the desire of buyers to on them. Ono
hears frequently the statement that there
are no more great collections to come on tho
market; tliat scouts who go out searching
for rare items report their inability to find
anything north while, or that those they
meet decline to sell. However this may be,
it is yet a fact that each season sees one or
more important sales in which collectors nnd
dealers in all specialties find what they
want. There are many old libraries in this
country that have never been touched, and
there always comes a timo when these past
into hands that place little value upon them.
Then thoy cnine on the market.

Facts and Figures.
Tho Anderson Galleries report that their

season ojioned December 10, 1K17, siiii--

which time they have held fifty sales. Tho
returns from book sales were $777,782.(1.";
from letters. $4t,fi21.70; from prints, .H),.
212.35 and from miscellaneous sales, which
included objects of art, paintings, &c., $171,-218.5- 0.

Their notable sales were: Tin)
Huntington, parts 4-- the Hagen; "tho
Groves; Robinson; Shakespenriana, and tho
Crimmins. The season closed on June .1,

and will reopen October 1.
Tho American Art Association report:

Season opened November lt; number of
sales, 13; returns from book sales, $1 18,350.-25- ;

notable sales, Nuggets of American
History; Roberts's Quakcriana; Brady li-

brary; Haywood first editions; Hutchinson
Heirlooms; Bergen tiooks and papers. Sea-
son closed April 30; will reopen at the end
of October. No figures are given for letters
or prints.

Prospects for 1918-1- 9.

For the season of 1913 10 it is said that
an abundance of high class material is of-
fered in all lines, and that there win 1m
many interesting sales. The auction houses
may be relied upon to find and secure many
choice lots, and the settlement of estate's
will furnish a fruitful source of supply, to
say nothing of other regular sources." To
those who have material to dispose of it mnv
be suggested that there is no better time to
sell than when money is plenty and new col-

lectors are coming into the field, ready to
pay any price they may have to in order to
secure what they want.

making tents and getting ready for the
summer again.

Every young girl who wants to know
how to enjoy city life in the brat way
should rend how to do it here, and if she
has any intention of joining Woodcraft
she may learn all about those important
forms and symbols which go toward mak-
ing one a good member.

WOODCRAFT GIRLS IN TIIK CITY. Bt
Lillian KLiztnrrii Roy. George H. Doran
Company. $1.25.
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